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BACKGROUND

June 2020 - Mass protests occur in Mali’s southern region against the government’s poor 
leadership in addressing security and corruption. The June 5 Movement Rally of Patriotic 
Forces (M5-RFP) is responsible for leading the protest against President Keita and his 
government. 

July 2020 - As the mass anti-government protests continue, ECOWAS fails to ease the 
political crisis in Mali. M5-RFP rejects ECOWAS’s proposed plan of intervention.

Aug. 2020 - Soldiers stage a coup against then-President Keita, forcing the president to step 
down amid unrest. Soldiers who led the coup form a military junta while government officials 
like President Kieta are on house arrest. The National Committee for the Salvation of People 
(CNSP) identifies themselves as the coup organizers.  

Sept. 2020 - CNSP leader Col. Assimi 
Goïta becomes the head of the military 
junta in Mali. ECOWAS begins mediation 
talks with Mali’s military junta after 
suspending and sanctioning Mali. ECOWAS 
pushes the military junta to establish 
a transitional government headed by 
civilians. 

Sept. 25th, 2020 - The CNSP leadership 
appoints Bah N’Daw as the new transitional 
President of Mali until elections occur in 18 
months. President N’Daw appoints Moctar 
Ouane to serve as Prime Minister. Col. 
Goïta is appointed vice-president of Mali. 

Oct. 2020 - ECOWAS lifts the sanctions on Mali after 
reaching a deal on a transitional government with the CNSP. The agreement establishes that 
democratic elections will take place in 18 months.
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Jan. 2021 - President N’Daw declares that the CNSP has dissolved.

Feb 2021 - The National Transitional Council (CNT) becomes the new national assembly, 
with Col. Malick Diaw as the head of the transitional legislature. The CNT adopts a 
transitional government plan proposed by Prime Minister Ouane. 

May 24th 2021 - After announcing changes to governmental cabinet positions, President 
N’Daw and Prime Minister Ouane are arrested and taken to Kati military base. While under 
arrest, both the president and prime minister resigned from their positions. Goïta claims 
that these new cabinet changes came without consulting him or other CNSP officials, thus 
prompting another coup.

May 24th 2021 - Vice-President  Assimi Goïta is declared President of Mali’s transitional 
government by the Mali constitutional court. N’Daw and Ouane are released from 
incarceration and placed on house arrest.  

June 2021 - New transitional Presidenït Goïta appoints M5-RFP chairman Choguel Kokala 
Maiga as the new Prime Minister of Mali. 

KEY ACTORS INVOLVED

Former 2020 Government 

Former President Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta 
(IBK) - Served as President of Mali from 2013 
- 2020. IBK was ousted from the presidency 
in August of 2020 after the CNSP coup. 

Former Prime Minister Boubou Cisse - 
Served as the Prime minister of Mali from 
2019 - 2020. The August 2020 coup ousted 
Cisse and IBK from power. 

Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta. Source: Paul Kagame / Flickr Boubou Cisse Francois. Source: World Economic Forum / Flickr
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Transitional Government 2020-2021

Former 
Transitional President Bah N’Daw - As a 
former military officer and former defense 
minister, Bah N’daw gained wide respect 
from his peers in uniform. His brief political 
stint did not deter CNSP (which comprises 
military leaders) from choosing him as the 
transitional president.

Former Transitional Prime Minister Moctar 
Ouane - Before being appointed to prime 
minister by President N’Daw in September 
of 2020, Ouane served as the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs in Mail from 2004 to 2011. 
Ouane spent most of his professional career 
as a diplomatic advisor.

CNSP Members 
President Assimi Goïta - As a career military officer, 
Goïta received training from US special forces 
while in the Malian Armed Forces. Goïta led Malian 
special forces in Mali as the army confronted violent 
extremism in the northern region. As the leader of 
the CNSP, Goïta and his rebel fighters overthrew 
IBK’s government in August of 2020 and N’Daw’s 
government in May of 2021. Serving as Vice-
President under N’Daw, Goïta is a central figure in the  
transitional government and was named President of 
Mali after N’Daw resigned 
from his position 
following arrest. 

Prime Minister Choguel Kokala Maiga - As the Chairman of 
the Strategic Committee of the June 5 Movement, Rally for 
Patriotic Forces (M5-RFP), Maiga became a prominent figure in 
the overthrow of President IBK. Prior to M5-RFP, Maiga served 
as Minister of Industry and Trade and Minister of the Digital 
Economy, information, and Communications. 

Bah N’Daw. Source: Harandane Dicko / Flickr Moctar Ouane. Source: Gustavo Ferreira / Flickr

Assimi Goïta (center). Source: Kassim Traoré / VOA

Choguel Kokala. Source: ITU Pictures / Flickr
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President of the National Transitional Council of 
Mali Malick Diaw - Career military officer Malick 
Diaw spent years fighting in the Malian war. Diaw 
became one of the military leaders who initiated 
the coup against IBK. Diaw became second in 
command under the military junta of Goïta and 
briefly served as Vice-President under this military 
regime. In December of 2020, Diaw was elected 
President of the National Transitional Council of 
Mali, which serves as the de facto legislative body. 

REGIONAL & INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE

The UN, AU, ECOWAS, France, Germany, United Kingdom, US, and the EU released a joint 
statement condemning the coup and reaffirming their commitment to the transitional 
agreement. The statement pushes Mali authorities to resume the transitional course and 
stresses that the coup will impact the international community’s attitude towards Mali. 

UN - The UN Security Council held an emergency meeting on Mali’s coup. The UN has 
condemned the actions of CNSP and demanded the release of N’Daw and Ouane.  

African Union - The AU suspended Mali from participating in all organizational activities. 
The AU has called upon Mali to restore the transitional civilian government, or else the 
country will face sanctions from the international organization. 

ECOWAS - The Western African regional bloc suspended Mali from its operations. 
ECOWAS demands that a transitional civilian government be reestablished and that the 
government appointments be more inclusive. ECOWAS condemned the appointment of 
military leaders to political leadership positions. ECOWAS stated that Mali must stick to the 
2022 election goal despite the recent coup.

United States -The State Department has warned Malian authorities that the U.S. will 
consider a targeted response to the coup against political and military leaders involved. The 
US has decided to suspend security assistance to Mali. 

France - President Macron has suggested withdrawing troops from Mali in response to the 
latest coup. President Macron issued a statement saying, “France will not go on supporting a 
country without democratic legitimacy.”

European Union -The European Council strongly condemned the arrest of Mali’s 

Malick Diaw (center) and CNSP leaders. Source: Kassim Traoré / VOA
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transitional President and Prime Minister. In a statement, the EU signaled its readiness to 
consider target measures against political and military leaders. 

LOOKING AHEAD

• ECOWAS convenes an emergency meeting in Ghana to discuss its response to Mali’s 
coup. 

• The UN and AU apply pressure to Goïta and the CNSP as MINUSMA operations con-
tinue in the northern region of Mali. 

• Former President N’Daw and Former Prime Minster Ouane are still currently under 
house arrest despite reports that the military junta released them from imprison-
ment outside of Bamako. 

• International condemnation has called for Malian authorities to form a more “inclu-
sive government,” one that is not solely composed of military junta leaders. 

• As Goïta is declared president, 
Mali remains without a Prime 
Minister, and the transitional 
agreement plan looks to be com-
promised. Goïta has yet to indi-
cate his commitment to the 2022 
election time frame. 

• With the appointment of Prime 
Minister Maiga, the CNSP and 
M5-RFP look to ease tensions over 
unequal cabinet position appoint-
ments. 

• As international pressure mounts, 
Mali has become increasingly iso-
lated from its global and regional 
partners, many citing this coup as 
just as illegitimate as the coup in Au-
gust of 2020. 

CNSP and ECOWAS representaitves meet. Photo: Marco Dormino / MINUSMA


